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Alleluia, Christ is Risen!

The Lord is Risen indeed, Alleluia!
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Reverse the curse was their motto.
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x Carolina’s only football Conference Championship came in 1969, 
o but then was rescinded due to ineligible players…

x Then there was 1984…the Gamecocks had a perfect football record of 9-0, ranked 2nd in the World, 
headed to the Orange Bowl, 

x and all they had to do was get by Navy…

o We know the rest of that story..the Gamecocks would lose to the Midshipmen: season over.

�7�K�L�V���&�X�U�V�H���K�D�V���H�Y�H�Q���H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�R���R�W�K�H�U���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V��

x The Boston Red Sox in 1978 were leading the Yankees by nearly 15 games…but then late in the year 
sign a Carolina grad, and lose the division in a playoff game.

x Elvis, yes Elvis, died 6 months after playing a concert at the Carolina Coliseum…

�<�H�V�����W�K�D�Q�N�V���W�R���W�K�H���&�K�L�F�N�H�Q���&�X�U�V�H�����I�R�U���P�D�Q�\�������(�;�3�(�&�7�$�7�,�2�1�6���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���*�D�P�H�F�R�F�N�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���V�R�P�H�Z�K�D�W���O�R�Z�H�U���W�K�D�Q��
�W�K�L�V���S�X�O�S�L�W��
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x They were there at the Cross, 
o These women saw Jesus die on it…

x They were there when Jesus was laid in the tomb
o They saw the dead body of Jesus placed there.

�6�R�����D�V���W�K�H�\���P�D�N�H���W�K�H�L�U���H�D�U�O�\���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J���M�R�X�U�Q�H�\���W�R���W�K�H���W�R�P�E�����]�H�U�R���(�;�3�(�&�7�$�7�,�2�1����

�7�K�H�L�U���R�Q�O�\���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J���L�V���D���V�H�Q�V�H���R�I���K�R�S�H�O�H�V�V�Q�H�V�V�«

x I wonder if there have been times in your life when your EXPECTATIONS were so low you felt robbed 
of hope?

�(�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W��
x your marriage
x your job
x your children even…
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�K�L�V���G�H�D�W�K���Q�R�Z���O�L�N�H���D���N�Q�L�I�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�L�U���K�H�D�U�W��
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Now this is where I need you to put on your seat-belts.

When the Mary’s arrive,

an angel, 
perhaps Gabriel we don’t know…

an angel comes from heaven to earth, in a movement that produces an earthquake!

The Bible says…there was a great earthquake…(pause)

For an angel of the Lord descended from Heaven

rolled back the stone 
and sat on it.

What?

x An earthquake

x A Blazing Angel who moves a two ton stone

x then sits on it as an act of victory and defiance against death!

Guards, yes the guards shake with so much fear the Bible says they become like dead men..

An irony since..

x They became like corpses 

x When they had been sent to guard a corpse… 

o Who came alive!

My friends, this is the hand of God turning the world’s EXPECTATIONS upside down.  

God has the angel roll the stone away, not to allow Jesus out, 
x But to allow US

x To peer in and see that Jesus had risen from the dead!

It’s what we call the Resurrection.

The Resurrection of Jesus is the 
EXPECTATION BUSTER, 

the moment when after dying a physical and proven death on a cross, carrying our sins and curses..

Jesus comes back to life to break the curse of sin, and death…

In rising back to life, He defeats the greatest enemy of humanity:

x sin 
x and death 
x and promises to be with us forever!

All other problems ARE problems because they kill us.  

Jesus defeating death, means all that believe in Him will never die!
Let me explain the Resurrection this way.  
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John Paton was a 19th century Missionary from Scotland and was called to a mission in the South Sea.

A member of the church said to him, John you can’t go to the Peoples of the New Hebrides, you know they are 
cannibals, you will be eaten alive!

Paton replies, If I can live and die serving Jesus Christ, 

x It makes no difference to me whether I’m eaten by cannibals or worms

x for in the great day of 

RESURRECTION, 

x my body will rise as beautiful as yours in the likeness of our risen redeemer! 

That’s Resurrection!  

This is why the angel sits defiantly on that stone…

death is dead.

Meaning on our last day do we EXPECT we will live forever with Jesus?

+++++++++++++
Imagine being one of these Mary’s..

That Visual alone…

x the angel
x the empty tomb 
x would have changed my EXPECTATION…

But it wasn’t just what the Mary’s saw that changed their EXPECTATION, it was what they heard..

Beyond all the visuals..The angel says:

9 words that would forever transform:

x Their heart, mind 

x Lives

x And EXPECTATIONS

Here they are..

x As He Said
x Come and See
x Go and Tell

EXPECTATION Changers.

Jesus is Risen said the Angel as he said!

In other words, Jesus fulfills his promises!

It was way back in Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22 that the Resurrection was prophesied…

AS HE SAID!

It’s why we read from Old Testament Prophet Jeremiah just now…
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x You will be rebuilt Israel

x You will take up your tambourines, 

x You will dance with the joyful!  

�,�I���\�R�X���O�R�R�N���L�Q���W�K�H���*�R�V�S�H�O�V���D�O�R�Q�H�����W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H�����������S�U�R�P�L�V�H�V���W�K�D�W���-�H�V�X�V���P�D�N�H�V�«

x They that believe in me will never die

x You are forgiven

x I will never send you away

x You are loved

x Failure is never fatal
x Nothing will be impossible for you…

x You will be comforted

x You Will have treasure in heaven

x Your sorrow will turn to joy

�,�W�¶�V���H�D�V�\���I�R�U���\�R�X���D�Q�G���P�H���W�R���O�L�Y�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���(�;�3�(�&�7�$�7�,�2�1

�³�,���F�R�X�O�G���Q�H�Y�H�U���E�H���I�R�U�J�L�Y�H�Q����

�,���Z�L�O�O���Q�H�Y�H�U���E�H���O�R�Y�H�G���D�J�D�L�Q���´

�$�V���L�I���Z�H���D�U�H���X�Q�G�H�U���V�R�P�H���O�L�I�H���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H���F�X�U�V�H��

�1�R�����7�K�H�V�H�������:�R�U�G�V���G�H�V�W�U�R�\���W�K�R�V�H���(�;�3�(�&�7�$�7�,�2�1�6��

x You can be forgiven
x You can be loved!
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�6�H�H���W�K�H���W�R�P�E�����O�R�R�N���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�U���R�Z�Q���H�\�H�V�����K�H���U�H�D�O�O�\���L�V���Q�R�W���K�H�U�H��

�&�R�P�H���V�H�H�����K�H�D�U���D�Q�G���V�P�H�O�O�«�X�V�H���D�O�O���\�R�X�U���V�H�Q�V�H�V�«�W�R���U�H�Y�H�U�V�H���W�K�R�V�H���(�;�3�(�&�7�$�7�,�2�1�V

�$�J�D�L�Q���W�K�H�V�H���W�K�U�H�H���Z�R�U�G�V���D�U�H���D�O�O���R�Y�H�U���6�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H��

�(�Y�H�Q���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���5�H�V�X�U�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q���-�H�V�X�V���D�S�S�H�D�U�V���W�R���W�K�H���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���6�H�D���R�I���*�D�O�L�O�H�H��

�&�R�P�H�����K�D�Y�H���E�U�H�D�N�I�D�V�W���Z�L�W�K���P�H��

�,�¶�P���U�H�D�O��

�$�Q�G���(�Y�H�U���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�«�F�R�P�H���D�Q�G���V�H�H������

�&�R�P�H���D�Q�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���6�X�Q�G�D�\���E�\���6�X�Q�G�D�\���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W�H�V�W���V�W�R�U�\���H�Y�H�U���W�R�O�G��
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+++++++++++++

x AS HE SAID
x COME AND SEE

And here’s the biggie…
GO AND TELL

More than 200 times in the Bible we are urged to go and tell!

Its been said our faith isn’t real until we tell another…

Again, These action words, go, tell are everywhere in Scripture:…

And always used  with the same passion we would use to go and tell another we have the cure for cancer!

Go…Tell with excitement
We have the cure for death!
And the women do!
The women literally run from the tomb to go and tell when they run smack dab into the resurrected Jesus.

The Bible says they grab the feet of Jesus and worship Him…

Why feet?  To tell you and me, this is real!!  

In the ancient day, ghosts and spirits were always depicted with no feet…

This detail of the feet is intentional to say this IS real! 

This is no hallucination. 
Jesus is no:

x Spirit
x No dream
x but real
x and tangible.

In fact, for 40 days after the Easter resurrection Jesus would physically appear…

x On the road to Emmaus’ 

x To doubting Thomas

x On the shore of the Sea of Galilee
x To Peter who betrayed Him

x Over 500 people would witness this resurrected man.

And guess what Jesus says to the Mary’s…

GO AND TELL!

++++++++++++++
So:

x The visual of the angel…

x The 9 words..

The EXPECTATIONS of the Mary’s, forever changed.
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What about you, and your EXPECTATIONS?

If you came in to check church off your Easter check list, 

May your EXPECTATION like the Mary’s be reversed.

Like it was for a man named Lee Strobel.

Lee was for most of his life an Atheist, he was a journalist and a Lawyer with a law degree from Yale.

He writes:  For most of my life I thought the idea of an all-powerful creator was ridiculous.

Then my wife became a follower of Jesus Christ. 

She changed…her values, her character, the way she related to the children and me. 

So I used my journalism and legal training to begin an investigation into whether there was any credibility to 
Christianity.

I did that for a year and nine months until November 8th 1991.

On that day everything changed including my EXPECTATIONS.

I realized that, in light of the torrent of evidence of Christianity- 

�x It would require more faith for me to maintain my atheism 

�x than to become a Christian. 

Because to be an atheist,

I would have to swim upstream against the abundant evidence pointing toward the truth of Jesus Christ. 

On that day, I received Jesus Christ as my forgiver, my Lord.

+++++++++++++

The story of Lee Stroble tells us that …the proof of the resurrection is not just the words of the Scripture, 

BUT IN THE MILLIONS OF CHANGED LIVES EVER SINCE!

2,000 years after the great 9 words…the fact that we’re still talking about it in a packed church should in itself change 
our EXPECTATIONS!  

The Resurrection of Jesus:

�x breaks every curse
�x Breaks sin and death
�x And every mis-placed EXPECTATION

�x Ironically, it was the ladies that discover the empty tomb..

o It was the lady Gamecocks that break the curse of the chicken by becoming national 
champions..

Yes, Jesus is in the business of breaking 

�x Curses
�x hopelessness 
�x and even our seeming forever, unchangeable and mis-placed EXPECTATIONS.
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+++++++++++
Let me make this personal.

Last week I received a story from one of our own St. Michaelites that to me is one more proof of the Resurrection.  Yet 
another EXPECTATION changer…

She writes:

Last April, I was on lunch break from my job in London, and was walking back to my office when the lady next to me 
stepped off a curb, was hit by a dump truck, and died a horrific death.

I stopped breathing and bent over in disbelief. 

From the time I stood back up, 

I never showed any emotion, I never cried.

And because the accident happened in front of my office I had to walk past the scene twice a day-I relieved the accident 
every single day.

I stopped sleeping and began to have night terrors.  

I felt an enormous amount of guilt because I was playing with my phone at the time of the accident.  Had I not been 
distracted maybe I could have done something..

I was sick to my stomach all the time and would panic when walking in traffic.  

My work began to slip until my employer let me go.

My boyfriend had moved to Charleston and encouraged me to do the same after I lost my job.  

The week I moved here his stepfather committed suicide and I found out my boyfriend had been unfaithful to me for 
quite some time.  

The relationship ended, I felt so:

x Alone
x Sad 
x and hopeless.  

I came to the Alpha Course at St. Michael’s and during the day away, a prayer minister began to pray for:

“the bruising of my mind.”

How could she have known?  

I then went to the Day of Healing Prayer.  

After the prayer ministers prayed for me I sat in the pew and cried for 30 minutes.  

It was the first time I had been able to cry in a year.  

I could feel a release, like cords being unwound.  

At Lunch a lady sat next to me and we started sharing what brought us there.  

We were both there for trauma and she too said she had not cried for 10 months after her accident. 

I had been believing the lie that I was weak..

I can say I have been healed from this and do feel at peace again.  
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x Everything seems brighter, 

x The depression has lifted 

x The guilt has subsided 

x I feel joy again.  

I did not know one person in Charleston when I came to St. Michael’s. 

Everyone at Alpha and this church have been so kind and welcoming. 

My Friends…

Yes..  YOU CAN BE FORGIVEN

Yes…YOU CAN LIVE FOREVER

Yes…YOU CAN EXPERIENCE JESUS NOW!

x As he said
x Come and See
x Go and Tell.

I want to end by issuing you the great Easter Challenge.

Easter is a season that lasts 50 days… 

my challenge to you is come to church each Sunday over the great 50 days.. that’s 7 Sundays…
You like the Mary’s 
Even your EXPECTATIONS

will never be the same again: come and see!

For you and I are the next chapter in the Resurrection Story.


