St. Michael’s Church
CHARLESTON, SC
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2016
HURRICANE MATTHEW WEEKEND
EPHESIANS 3:1-13
LUKE 23:44-49
PREACHER: THE REV. AL ZADIG, JR.
HELP US LORD TO BE SO CONNECTED TO YOU THAT WE MIGHT BECOME THE SERVANTS
OF OTHERS.
TAKE OUR LIPS AND SPEAK THROUGH THEM,
OUR MINDS AND THINK THROUGH THEM,
AND TAKE OUR HEARTS, AND SET THEM ON FIRE.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Good morning and welcome to a Psalm 148 kind
of St. Michael’s morning, where the storms have
come and gone, yet how amazing it is that when
this sermon series was put together, today was
the day assigned to Ephesians 3 and the topic of
suffering and affliction.
Some of you are reading this sermon to your
families in your hotel or bedroom, others of you
are hearing it live in the sanctuary. Today we
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say that through all the storms life can offer,
wherever we are worshiping today, we are still
one body, united by the Gospel!
As I look at the walls of St. Michael’s how I
wish they could talk of all the storms gone by,
from the Revolutionary War to the Civil War
and all the earthquakes and hurricanes since.
Today, as we look at the post-hurricane images
from Haiti, Cuba and Florida, of huts, homes
and livelihoods washed away, towns becoming
unrecognizable in an instant..…
We are reminded of the shortness and
uncertainty of human life.
Over the past year we think of the intense
suffering just barely a half-mile from us at
Mother Emanuel, and how that suffering will
now be re-lived across the street at the
courthouse through the trial of Dylan Roof.
Suffering comes in many forms and levels of
intensity, and just seems to be part of the human
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experience as hurricanes are just part of the
Palmetto lifestyle.
In my own life, I experienced suffering of
another dimension when on sabbatical.
I had designed the sabbatical to have several
weeks of travel with the family, but at the end of
that pilgrimage time, we would all go to Boston
for a couple of days.
But then I would send my wife and children
home to Charleston while I would remain in
New England taking classes and having some
intentional time alone with the Lord.
Sounds simple enough.
Yet, as a family we had been exclusively
together for 5 very intense and incredibly
wonderful travel weeks.
And when the day came to send them back to
Charleston, it may as well have been a year; I
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was a wreck! I suffered for days after their
departure.
+++++
As we continue our journey through Ephesians,
I want to unpack Paul’s suffering, why he was in
prison and what his affliction teaches us.
Paul begins Chapter 3 this way:
I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for your sake.
Paul was under house arrest in Rome for
preaching about Jesus.
The religious leaders in Jerusalem felt
threatened by Paul and pressured the Romans to
arrest him and bring him to trial for treason and
causing rebellion among the Jews.
Paul appealed for his case to be heard by the
emperor and was awaiting trial before Nero.

The Purpose of Suffering and Affliction

4

While he awaited trial he was under house arrest
meaning; 24 hours a day Paul was a prisoner
chained to the wrist of a Roman soldier who was
his guard and whose duty it was to see that Paul
would never escape.
So, if you’re keeping score on Paul, here was a
guy who in the name of Christ, endured the
sufferings of:
• Being	
  shipwrecked	
  3	
  times	
  and	
  floated	
  for	
  
24	
  hours…	
  
• Attacked	
  by	
  murderous	
  mobs	
  
• Betrayed	
  by	
  friends	
  
• Stoned	
  and	
  left	
  for	
  dead	
  
• Beaten	
  with	
  rods	
  
• 5	
  times	
  Whipped	
  with	
  39	
  lashes	
  	
  
• Oh,	
  and	
  yes	
  bitten	
  by	
  a	
  viper	
  snake.	
  
Yet, I don’t think Paul ever considered himself a
victim, but a Champion of the grace of God.
Why can I say that?
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Because of Ephesians 3:1, I Paul a prisoner of
Christ.
Paul declares he is a prisoner of Jesus, not a
prisoner of Nero.
Therefore, Here is the big idea…
Paul knows his pain is for the purpose of
bringing new life into the world.
In fact that is an eternal truth, Christian
suffering always brings with it a powerful
purpose.
Think about it this way…
In today’s Gospel, Jesus endured suffering as a
mother endures the pain of childbirth.
A mother endures the pain of childbirth to bring
new life into the world.
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Jesus endures suffering to bring new life into
the world, to bring redemption between
humanity and God the Father!
The suffering of Jesus underlines his full
humanity. Only by truly becoming man could
God not only subject Himself to the suffering
that has invaded history but also, through the
death of Christ, lift all who believe beyond the
vale of tears.
As we said last week, the climax, the greatest
suffering of Jesus came in that moment when all
our sin was placed upon Himself..causing Jesus
to say, My God My God why have you forsaken
me…
That’s when the curtain of the temple, the wall
of hostility is torn in two, the moment you and I
are freed from our slavery to sin!
Our reading from Luke 23 is evidence of our big
idea in miniature..
New life is first brought into the centurion who
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who witnesses the whole thing and begins
praising God saying…surely this was a
righteous man.
New life is brought not just to the centurion but
to all who witnessed it as they began beating
their breast as a sign of revelation!
So Jesus suffers to bring new life into the world,
redeeming every willing and repentant human
heart.
This is why Paul writes in Romans 5:
• suffering	
  produces	
  perseverance	
  
• perseverance-‐character	
  
• and	
  character	
  produces	
  hope…	
  
Bottom line, God uses the suffering of Jesus to
bring us to Himself..
+++++++
But here is where I need to give an important
Suffering disclaimer.
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You have often heard it said out of Romans
8:28:
“We know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love him.”
Sometimes people use that to say every suffering
is from God and every suffering is part of His
eternal plan.
Yet there is a problem with that.
Does that mean God makes a person get drunk,
force them to drive and hit and kill your best
friend?
No!
God doesn’t cause all suffering,
No, Paul says God works for the good of those
who love him.
Meaning..…he doesn’t cause all suffering…
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YET,
He will redeem every suffering if you let him.
Again, he doesn’t cause every bad thing…
He doesn’t talk someone into making a poor
decision to make a point.
Yet He will never waste a hurt. Every hurt,
every suffering can be redeemed.
+++++++++++++++++++
Okay, back to Paul and Ephesians 3…
Paul says:
“Do not be discouraged because of my suffering
for you, it is for your glory!”
Again that image of a woman in childbirth;
suffering to produce new life.
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The new life Paul is producing out of the
suffering is the secret revealed that:
The great merger we talked about last week, the
Jews and Gentiles becoming one new creation to
form the church, is done!
When the dividing wall of hostility came down,
a new creation was formed!
Put another way, the love of Jesus is now for
everyone!
This isn’t new news for us, but no one in the
ancient world would ever thought it would be
possible to bring Jew and Gentile together!
And on top of that, it’s a gentile who makes the
big secret known!
Which again explains, don’t let my suffering
discourage you, it is for your glory!
That while we were still sinners, Jesus died for
us!
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So, suffering for Jesus is not a penalty but a
ticket to deeper glory!
++++++++++
Here is the deeper truth..
Buried within chapter three is the often ignored
purpose of the church.
Through the church Paul says, this wisdom of
God, this secret must be revealed to the rulers
and authorities in the heavenly realms.
These rulers by the way are either the good
angels, or the hostile forces opposed to God.
In other words, the world needs to see you and I
as the church responding differently when we
suffer.
When you squeeze toothpaste, what should
come out? Toothpaste
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When you squeeze the Christian, what should
come out? God’s glory, his sovereignty, his
power, his joy.
That even in our suffering, Jesus is in charge!
So that…even rulers and authorities would be
changed just like the centurions, turning and
facing God as their savior.
Our role, the role of the church is to tell the
world that there is a different way to be human,
a different way to respond to suffering and grief.
Every suffering has a deeper purpose.
++++++++++
So my friends, let’s talk turkey.
Some of you might be in a period of affliction
and suffering now, some of you might have just
come out of one and others might be just going
into a season of suffering.
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The first question when suffering hits is always
repentance…
Ø Lord,	
  forgive	
  me	
  of	
  anything	
  I’ve	
  done	
  to	
  
contribute	
  to	
  the	
  suffering.	
  
Ø It	
  may	
  be	
  you	
  have	
  done	
  nothing,	
  you	
  
don’t	
  need	
  to	
  repent	
  of	
  a	
  thing,	
  however…	
  
Calling on Jesus and His miracle of new life
always begins there.
But then as you deal with suffering, as you even
go through the stages of
•
•
•
•
•

denial	
  
anger	
  
bargaining	
  
depression	
  
and	
  acceptance	
  

How will you enter each one different from a
non-believer?

The Purpose of Suffering and Affliction 14

Where in your suffering can you see the light of
Jesus getting brighter and brighter?
Like Paul from prison, where is God’s glory?
And maybe it’s nothing more than realizing
okay, Jesus didn’t cause this particular pain, but
because of it, I am now closer to Jesus than I
ever have been in my life.
+++++
I had my annual physical the other day and one
of the things I’ve learned from my doctor is that
there actually is a good cholesterol and a bad
cholesterol, just like there is bad suffering and a
good suffering.
The bad suffering is suffering that for whatever
reason leads us away from Jesus…
And the good suffering leads us deeper into the
arms of Jesus.
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Which direction have you gone in your
suffering?
You really can trust Jesus with your suffering.
Remember, the mystery revealed that Paul talks
about means that Jesus is Lord over every
person, circumstance and suffering.
Yes, Jesus can transform every form of our
suffering bringing healing and a newly built
heart.
• If	
  Jesus	
  had	
  not	
  suffered,	
  we	
  would	
  never	
  
know	
  what	
  it	
  means	
  to	
  be	
  forgiven,	
  what	
  
it	
  means	
  to	
  be	
  reconciled	
  to	
  God	
  and	
  what	
  
it	
  means	
  to	
  know	
  we	
  are	
  heaven	
  bound.	
  
• If	
  Paul	
  had	
  not	
  preached	
  the	
  Gospel	
  
faithfully,	
  he	
  would	
  not	
  have	
  been	
  
imprisoned,	
  and	
  would	
  not	
  have	
  suffered	
  
o But	
  then	
  the	
  Ephesians,	
  Galatians,	
  	
  
Philippians,	
  and	
  Colossians	
  would	
  not	
  
have	
  heard	
  the	
  Good	
  News	
  and	
  would	
  
not	
  have	
  been	
  converted!	
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o And	
  think	
  of	
  the	
  literal	
  billions	
  of	
  
people	
  who	
  have	
  read	
  these	
  letters	
  
since!	
  
Back to the part of my sabbatical that produced
suffering.
When I put my family on that plane, part of my
heart went with them.
As an extrovert, I don’t always enjoy quiet time,
I don’t always like being on my own so this
suffering forced me into saying Lord it’s just
you and me, what do you want me to know?
And He showed up, he really showed up! I
learned things in that time I could never have
learned any other way.
This tells us so much about the loving character
of Jesus! He is with us in the valley as much as
he is with us in the joyful peaks!
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What about you? Some of you are reading this
sermon from afar having obeyed the orders for
evacuation. Perhaps on the way you suffered
getting to where you are, what has that suffering
produced?
There are times we will never know what our
suffering will produce, there are other times it’s
crystal clear.
Suffering for the Christian always leads to a
deeper purpose, therefore could this lead us to
grieve differently from the world?
I end with the reminder of what the congregation
of Mother Emanuel taught the world and is
teaching the world.
Do you remember how the congregation taught
the world about forgiveness as a response to
their grief and suffering?
There is another learning yet to come. As some
of you may know, the trial of Dylan Roof is
coming up later this month.
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St. Michaels has been asked to be the respite
center for the victims, and will be teaming up
with Mother Emanuel not just offering a place to
come for quiet, but together with their pastor we
will hold a daily morning and evening prayer
service from our chapel during the trial..
Yes to help heal the wounds of the suffering,
But also to show the world that the intention of
the evil one to separate races, has by the
transformational love of Jesus helped to unite
and heal the races under the unity of Jesus
What about you? What will your suffering teach
the world about your faith?
Amen.
+++++++
Use Questions from the Tool Box to further
discussion in your home! For your convenience
I have taken them off the website and pasted
them here:
Questions for Discussion:
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Up in Worship:
Ø What aspect of God’s work through Christ
has caused you to praise and thank Him this
week?
Into Community:
Ø Tell about the time in your life when a longawaited plan, dream, or desire was fulfilled.
Ø Read Ephesians 3:1-13 1. Consider Paul’s
perspective of his imprisonment in Rome (2,
7, 13).
Ø To what purpose does Paul contribute his
suffering? (See 2:11-22)
Ø How does his attitude influence your own
view of the confining circumstances in your
own life?
Ø Three times Paul uses the word mystery in
verses 3,4, and 9. What is the mystery that
God has made known (6)?
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Ø How has God revealed His once secret plan
(2-5)? (past and present) (See also Genesis
12:1-3; Psalm 2:8; Isaiah 42:6, 49:6)
Ø What privileges do the Gentiles receive as a
result of God’s plan (6)? 5. How did God
use Paul in His plan (8-9)?
Ø What is God’s great, eternal purpose for His
church in Christ? How does his eternal
purpose encourage his people in suffering
(10-13)?
Ø What does God’s plan—the way He kept it
hidden, revealed it, then fulfilled it--teach us
about His character?
Out in Mission
Ø What long-awaited thing have you been
asking God to do in your family, church, and
community?
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Ø How will you pray for God display His
manifold wisdom to those around you,
through the affliction present in your
community, church, life group, or family.
Ø Share how God has used your affliction(s)
as an opportunity to display his glorious
grace to someone who needs to know Jesus
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