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8:00 am & 10:30 am Sermon ~ 1 Corinthians 15:19-26, Matthew 28:1-10
Easter Cure for Death
The Rev. Al Zadig, Jr.
Let me take you to September 28, 1928.
Scottish researcher Sir Alexander Fleming
writes in his journal, “When I woke up just
after dawn, I certainly didn’t plan to
revolutionize all medicine by discovering the
world’s first antibiotic, but I guess that’s
what I did!” Alexander Fleming had been
away on vacation and returned to find that a
mold he developed was actively fighting
bacteria. That discovery through Fleming,
who described himself as a “careless lab
technician” led to the most widely used
antibiotic in the world, penicillin. Penicillin is
estimated to have cured 200 million people
since that accidental discovery! Don’t we all
long to see such cures? After all, in our
countr, a person dies approximately every
11.5 seconds, or 311 people per hour. Death,
it’s one of the things we all have in common!
I recall the story of American writer William
Saroyan who on a news program said,
"Everybody has got to die, but I have always
believed an exception would be made in my
case. “ On April 5 of this month, one of our
own, Maryann Anderson, or Mame as we
knew her, died. She died only 29 days after
she was diagnosed with a terminal illness.
But, what if, just what if her doctor had the
cure for Mame’s illness but never told her?
What if the doctor talked all about the history
of the illness, what she could expect, and the
medicine to placate it, but never told Mame
the cure, and then she died? Could you
imagine the anger of her family?
Well, on this Easter Morning, what if I held
the cure for death, but never told you? If on
this Easter I described the history of Jesus
and how much Jesus loves you, but never
told you that Jesus actually has the cure for
death? Make no mistake about it, Easter is the
cure for death. Through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, we have the total and absolute
cure! Meaning all those people who died

before us, we will see again! Paul writing to
Timothy in chapter 1 says, “Jesus Christ has
destroyed death and brought life and
immortality.” You see, Jesus didn’t come to
earth just to make our life better, or give us
good advice so we might feel earthly comfort.
Jesus came to earth to rescue us from sin and
death, to give us new life now and forever.
But it’s Matthew 28 and that Easter Window
to your left, where we find how this all came
to be. Mary Magdalene and the Other Mary
go to the tomb where the dead body of Jesus
was placed from the cross. This is where the
supernatural cure for death begins. Early in
the morning on the third day, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary go to the
tomb. But to their shock, the stone that closed
the tomb is open, with the Angel of the Lord
sitting on it. This was no dainty angel, but an
angel that when He came down from heaven
caused an earthquake. The angel’s
appearance is like lightning! His clothing is
white as snow! The guards pass out. The
women are about to also when the angel
says, it’s okay, fear not. Jesus is risen as He
said He would! Jesus is risen! In other
words, He’s taken all our sin, and before he’s
raised to heaven, Jesus un-remembers our
sins by depositing them in hell. Because Jesus
takes all of our sin, and was then raised from
death, the promise is that believers too will
be raised, we will never die! The empty tomb
is a trophy of God’s love for us, symbolizing
his victory over death and ours!
Here’s how radical this is. Penicillin will buy
the sick person time, but that person will one
day die. But through the cure of the
Resurrection, we never die!
Okay, I know what you’re thinking. Back to
my friend Mame. You might be saying, well
if Mame was a Christian, she still physically
died. My response? No, she did not. Mame
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didn’t die. Mame was birthed. Just as in 1945
she was birthed from heaven to earth, 74
years later on April 5, 2019, Mame was
birthed from earth to heaven! The cure for
death, we are birthed into heaven! Meaning
this life is the prologue. Chapter one, real life
begins when we are birthed!
Easter is Jesus taking us to a mountaintop to
show us a world that is more amazing than
we could ever know, like flying in a jet to
20,000 feet above the clouds to see another
world! This is what Easter does, takes us to
that place where we see the heavens, our new
location after this one!
I love the story of a young business owner
opening a new branch in Binghamton, New
York. A friend of his decides to send a floral
arrangement for the grand opening. When
the friend arrives at the opening, he’s
appalled to find that his wreath bears the
inscription "Rest in peace." So angrily he calls
the florist who says, “So sorry for the mix up,
but look at it this way – there is a casket
nearby with a wreath on it with a message
that says 'Good luck in your new location.'"
That’s Easter, a New Location! Matthew 28
teaches us three things about this cure.
First, it's not automatic. The Angel urges
Mary and Mary Magdalene to believe by
reminding them that the promises of Jesus
are true. But notice the angel isn’t asking
them into some kind of intellectual-only
belief, like saying acknowledge that Jesus
lived, but then go your own way. No, the
angel says look in the tomb, He’s not here,
out of belief, act on your faith and tell others!
Matthew 28 teaches us that this cure for
death is not automatic, but requires a
surrendering belief! We know the women
have this surrendering belief because they
obey the angel by running to tell the
disciples.

This leads to the second part of our cure forgiveness. You see, on the way to tell the
disciples, the Marys run into Jesus, alive!
Jesus intercepts them and says go and tell my
disciples that I’m alive, death is dead! This is
a breathtaking display of forgiveness because
it was these disciples who betrayed them by
denying they knew him. Jesus could have
condemned them forever. Instead, Jesus says
go and tell them, I am alive as I told them I
would be! Jesus saying, through forgiveness,
I am Lord of the Second, third, fourth and
into infinity chance! Therefore, part of this
cure requires us to forgive as Jesus forgave,
praying:
Jesus forgive me. Forgive me when I hurt
others with my words. Forgive me when I
hurt others with my physical strength.
Forgive me for the times when my pride,
anger, or addictions have taken over and
hurt others. Forgive me for letting
estrangement happen!
Paul in Corinthians writes, “Godly grief
produces a repentance that leads to
salvation.”
But Jesus as master of my soul, help me turn
around and be a forgiver, to forgive those
who have betrayed me. Destroy the
estrangement hurt has caused, and bring
restoration. Nelson Mandela, that South
African anti-apartheid leader, said, “Refusing
to forgive is like drinking poison and waiting
for the other person to die.” When Jesus is
invited to be master of our heart and we
surrender and believe, when through His
power we forgive and are forgiven, we are
given the cure for death! Which doesn’t just
mean new life in heaven, it means a new
Easter life now! Jesus saying, I can give you
joy now! Restored relationships now! The
deepest joy you’ve never known, now! You
never have to fear death, beginning now!
What is our proof of the cure? The proof I can
give you is the change that fell on the
women, the Disciples and on believers ever
since. The women are told run and share this
news! They do! The disciples after them do
the same and in fact stake their lives on this
cure for death. They had new insight, new
power, new love, and each of them would
even sacrifice their earthly life for this cure.
Would you sacrifice your earthly life for a
cure you didn’t believe in?
My friends, this lifestyle of surrender, this
lifestyle of forgiveness, this lifestyle of

sharing cannot be done without the power of
the Holy Spirit, and it can’t be done in
isolation. It’s why Sunday by Sunday we
gather here to once again surrender our lives.
Sunday by Sunday we gather to confess and
ask for help to be a forgiver. Sunday by
Sunday we gather to refuel, to share this cure
with a world that increasingly knows only a
culture of death! Every Sunday at St.
Michael’s is therefore Easter!
My friends, I know that for some of us, this is
hard. If you’re struggling with this cure,
you’re not alone. But let me ask you to
consider Pascal's Wager, named after 17thcentury French philosopher and
mathematician Blaise Pascal. He wrote
during a time of great skepticism, but
changed many lives when he said, “If I live as
though Jesus does not exist, what on earth
have I gained?” Meaning, If I live as though
God does not exist and He does exist, I have
everything to lose. Pascal continues, “But, if
as a Christian I believe in Jesus, I have
everything to gain and nothing to lose! “ If I
live surrendered to Jesus, and He does
indeed exist, I have been given the cure for
death! Heaven! But If Jesus never existed, I
will still have gained a forgiven and free life
and lost nothing.
It’s this wager on the cure of death which is
at the root of what we will do beginning this
week. For the next three Wednesdays, we are
going to compare the lives of C.S. Lewis and
Sigmund Freud. Lewis, that Atheist turned
Christian who surrendered His life and
received that cure for Death. Sigmund Freud,
that Jewish agnostic turned atheist who
rejected the cure for death. It’s going to be
such a good series that I’m going to end my
sermon with a teaser for you. Sigmund Freud
greatly struggled with this cure. In a letter
shortly after college, he writes, “The bad part
of my atheism lies in the fact that science of
all things seems to demand the existence of
God. Yet I have no intention of
surrendering.” C.S. Lewis, on the other hand,
at age 31, writes in his journal, “Picture me
alone in that room in Magdalen, night after
night, feeling the unrelenting approach of
Jesus I so earnestly desired not to meet. That
which I feared had at last came upon me, and
I gave in and admitted God was God. I knelt
down and prayed, perhaps that night the
most dejected and reluctant convert in all of
England.” When Lewis accepted this cure for
death, everything changed about him! His
mind and life was infused with purpose and
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meaning, and his productivity even
increased! This acceptance of the cure not
only turned Lewis around, but turned him
outward, from a focus on self to a focus on
others.
But at the end of the day, the proof of the
cure is how we manage our last earthly days.
Racked with cancer on his deathbed, Freud,
without the cure, would say, “As an
unbelieving fatalist, I can only sink into a
state of resignation when faced with the
horror of my death.” However, Lewis, a
month before he died, would write, “Autumn
is the best of the seasons, and old age is the
best part of life.” Friends said he had a
supernatural peace that was clear to
everyone.
The cure for death, Jesus loves us so much,
He’s given us a choice. Today I invite you to
go back to the mouth of that tomb, as if
you’re there in that window with the angel.
What’s your choice? Join me in accepting
that cure for death. Let us pray. Lord Jesus, I
invite you into the very depths of my soul.
Live deeply in my heart to guide and direct
my every turn. Forgive me of the sin that is
present there, remove it and in doing so, help
me be a forgiver of others. And help me share
this cure with the world, Thank you Lord
Jesus. Thank you for giving us, the Easter
cure for death. Amen.

