Sermon

Sunday, October 7, 2018
Charleston, SC
8:00 am & 10:30 am Sermon ~ Job 14:1-14, Matthew 27:57-66
Suffering Reveals Our God
The Rev. Al Zadig, Jr.
This morning, two questions. First, what
wakes you up at night? What stirs you out of
the cycle of a deep sleep? Fear, anxiety, or
worry? Second, what keeps you up at night?
What keeps you up in a way that has your
mind going in a thousand directions? I find
that in my life, those things that both wake
and keep me up range from big ticket items
like finance or my children..
It might just be something said in passing
during the day that went by me in a way I
didn’t catch, until 3am…did I really hear
that? What did that mean? It was comedian
David Barry who jokingly named 5 sets of
fear: falling, darkness, lobsters, falling on
lobsters in the dark, and the dreaded 3
words: Some assembly required.
Let’s go back in time, and let me tell you
what kept that Old Testament Guy “Job” up
at night.
Initially perhaps not much. The bible says Job
was one of the richest and finest men on
earth. But in one single day, everything Job
had was wiped out. You can’t even imagine.
Here is a list of things that kept Job up at
night: the Sabeans run off with all his
donkeys and oxen, and then they slaughter
all his workers. Lightning strikes Job’s sheep
barn and burns up his entire flock of sheep
and his shepherds. The Chaldeans steal his
camels and camel drivers. On the same day, a
category 5 hurricane hits with such
devastation that his seven sons and three
daughters not only die instantly, but it was so
bad there wasn’t enough of them left in the
wreckage to identify. Oh and yes, Job then
comes down with leprosy. And the only
person he has left is his wife who advises Job
to do two things: he should curse God, and
give up his own life. These were the days
before sleeping aids! How on earth did Job
ever sleep?

Quick time out. You might be wondering, in
this Gospel Project series, if we’re going
through the bible chronologically. Why are
we jumping to Job from Genesis. The answer
is that Job lived during the time of Genesis.
And to make the point that suffering is the
most painful and constant earthly
consequence of the Fall of Adam and Eve.
Which means, “The suffering you are dealing
with right now has been dealt by others
before you, and they’ve survived what you’re
going through!” In fact, I think it’s safe to say
no one but Jesus suffered more than Job,
actually a two-fold suffering. Job…suffering
the loss of everything he knows in his life.
And second, having to face all that suffering
without the knowledge of an intimate Savior
who is there with Him. Job didn’t have the
luxury of knowing, knowing about, or
counting on Jesus. For this reason, as one
writer said, Job is the most pessimistic book
in the Bible. And if that’s not painful enough,
our chapter we read from today, Chapter 14,
has been called the most depressing chapter
in the book, which logically makes this
chapter the most depressing chapter in the
world’s most depressing book of the Bible!
Job makes books like George Orwell’s “1984,”
John Steinbeck’s “Grapes of Wrath,” and Elie
Wiesel’s “Night” look like books of new
found joy! Listen to these cries from Job 14.
Man springs up like a flower but then
withers away like a fleeting shadow, he does
not endure. Who can bring what is pure from
the impure? No one. A man dies and is laid
low, he breathes his last, and is nor more.
Man lies down and does not rise. Men and
women, they die and stay dead. They breathe
their last and that’s it.
But here’s what’s fascinating. Later in
Chapter 14, Job expresses a longing, a deep
longing for something, someone he couldn’t
name. Perhaps there have been times in your
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life when a visual was so amazing you
couldn’t find the words. That sunrise over
the ocean. The great Sunset over the Grand
Canyon. Job is trying to identify that which
he knows he needs, but can’t name. What Job
was longing for, what he couldn’t put his
finger on was his need for one that could go
between he and God, a go-between to state
His case before the Lord Almighty. Job had
never heard 1 Timothy 2, where Paul writes,
“God is one side and all the people are on the
other. And Jesus Christ is between them to
bring them together by giving up His life for
all mankind.” Jesus is the great reconciler of
our suffering to the Father.
Job was stuck in that place of recognizing the
vast gap between the Just-stern-Judgment of
God-and man’s sins. Job didn’t have the gift of
being able to turn his Bible to Matthew 27
like we did today, to hear that Jesus is that
go-between who died for our sins to bring us
to the Father. Job can’t put words on it, but is
longing for Jesus. So, in our suffering all we
have to do is turn to that go-between Jesus
and all will be well right? Not so fast because
suffering is just, well, complicated.
You see, there is some suffering we can put
our hands on, and we know the root, and we
know who to blame. Yes, a category 5
hurricane…totally devastating. But we can
blame it on an imperfect creation. Other
sufferings come from self-inflicted decisions
we make, giving into addictions. Adultery. It
was our fault; we did it to ourselves. There is
someone to blame. Or, we get to blame
others. Someone makes the horrible decision
to drink and drive and claims the life of our
father, mother, child. God forbid. Or a child
of ours is kicked out of school for bad
decisions. Our home is robbed. As bad as all
these situations are, there is something, and
someone tangible that we can blame and it

actually feels good. it’s cathartic,yes the
suffering is great, but there is a bit of relief
because of the tangibility of blame.
But suffering is complicated because
sometimes there is no one and no-thing to
blame. A miscarriage. A freak accident. A
child with cancer. Billy Graham before he
died said, “I have been asked constantly why
God allows this kind of suffering and
tragedy. I have to confess I really don’t know
the answer to my own satisfaction.” The
hardest kind of suffering is the suffering
where we just don’t know why. Sometimes
humor puts it in perspective. Years ago, that
old comedian Bob Hope was surprised at
being given a major award. His response was
legendary. "I don't deserve this award,” he
said, “but you know,come to think of it, I
have arthritis and I don't deserve that either."
Here is the stark reality. Regardless of the
kind of our suffering, regardless of whether
we have someone to blame or not, every kind
of suffering reveals three things about us.
First and foremost, suffering reveals Who our
God is. Our response to suffering reveals our
God. What I’ve noticed over 21 years of
priesthood is that when people are hit with
tragedy, they either go
toward God or away from him. They either
cry out to Jesus, or they let the cries of fear,
depression, and hope-lessness lead them into
being enslaved by alcohol and drugs, and
those things become their gods. It’s
interesting to note that suffering can also
produce debilitating anxiety, condemnation,
self-hate, and anger. And yes, even those
things, even self-hate, can become our god.
“I think of the true story of a policeman who
grew up in the Roman Catholic Church.
Years and years later he pulled over an
Anglican priest on the highway who was
towing a boat. The priest was swerving a bit
having trouble with the boat trailer. The
policeman pulls him over thinking he’s
drunk, but, when he sees that the man is a
priest, something from his past causes him to
fly into a rage, and the policeman puts the
priest in jail for DUI despite the priest
passing the Breathalyzer test and being sober.
While the priest was released with no
charges, you can imagine the trauma of that
ordeal. That officer succumbed to the rage of
his pain from the past and was serving it as
his god. His rage was his god, totally
enslaved to it.

Suffering reveals our God, which demands
the question in our suffering, Who is my
master? Is God big enough to heal my pain,
my hurt, my anger, my … you fill in the
blanks. Suffering reveals our God.
Second, suffering, and this might surprise
you, suffering reveals to others who our God
is. If tragedy strikes, do we stay in the pit of
despair, anger, blame and resentment? If we
do, it tells the world around us that we’re
surrendering to everything but God. Don’t
get me wrong, that anger can feel so good, so
righteous, so energizing, but it kills us and
our witness to the world.
Dr. Melody Martini has taught me two very
important life maxims. You can never get
enough of the wrong thing. And second, hurt
people…hurt people. These things become
your gods in a way that other people see,
and say, Hmm, I'm not sure I can handle that
bitterness and anger tonight with him. I can’t
watch her continue to surrender to the drug
that has become her god. Because guess
what, like the policeman, if the root of
suffering isn’t dealt with, it will dangerously
manifest itself in every other way.
Suffering reveals who our God is. Suffering
reveals to others who our God is.
Finally, suffering reveals Jesus Christ and His
grace. Twenty eight chapters after Job 14, Job
finally says to God, I know you are
sovereign; you can do all things. Yet Job
would never know the go-between we know,
Jesus. Suffering reveals Jesus how? Jesus
suffered for us to heal our souls. Jesus was
betrayed by best friends, ignored by others.
Physically He would suffer the most brutal
form of death. Why? To crucify our sin. Yes,
even our anger, anxieties and rage to release
us from the shackles and make us whole.
Hear me on something very important here.
While Jesus doesn’t cause every suffering, He
will never waste the suffering. He may not
cause it, but He will always use it to draw us
closer to Him if we let him. How? By taking
every feeling, every response, every bit of our
suffering to that altar at communion and cry
out to God, Take this Lord. I give you my
suffering, may my suffering reveal that you
are my Lord even now. May my suffering tell
others that even now, my only hope is you,
Jesus, and that only you, Jesus, will get me
through. Why? Because that’s what Jesus
does.
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Years and years ago, someone asked that
Anglican Lay Theologian C.S. Lewis, "Why
do Christians suffer?" Lewis replies without
hesitation, They're the only ones who can
take it." My friends, I have the luxury of
saying to you what no one could say to Job,
and that is, Where is Jesus in your suffering?
Has Jesus been given control of it? Is Jesus
sidelined from it? Is Jesus nowhere near it?
What would others say about you? If one
were to ask your closest friend, would they
say, “Bob, you are the aroma of Christ, there
is no doubt it is Jesus getting you through
this.” It’s time to bring Jesus into the center
and cry out Jesus, heal, save and redeem me
in this!
My friends the truth is this. God’s solution to
believers suffering in an unfair world is to
guarantee that because of Jesus we will live
with Him forever. Only the grace of Jesus,
that one-way love can bring about that heart
change, which is why I need to take you back
to the story of the police officer and the
Anglican Priest. Years after that false
accusation that landed the priest in jail, the
same priest is leading an Alpha Course at his
church. This story by the way is not about
me. After giving the Alpha talk, a man comes
up to the priest and says do you remember
me? The priest says, “To be honest no, I really
can’t place you.” The man says I was the man
who pulled you over that night. I’m taking
Alpha and it is changing my life! Only Jesus
can bring about that heart change. My
friends, in your suffering, know you are not
alone. Ask Jesus into your suffering and
know he can take, He can handle all your
grief.
Finally this morning, let me also pick up
where I left off with Billy Graham. Billy
didn’t leave it with, “Suffering is always one
big question mark.” He continued saying, “In
my suffering, I have to accept by faith that
Jesus is still sovereign over it.” My friends, at
that altar in a moment, come and let your
suffering reveal Jesus. Give Him your
suffering.
Amen.

