St. Michael’s Church
CHARLESTON, SC
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2017
ROMANS 1:1-8
MATTHEW 16:13-20
PREACHER: THE REV. AL ZADIG, JR.
HELP US LORD TO BE SO CONNECTED TO YOU THAT WE MIGHT BECOME THE SERVANTS OF OTHERS.
TAKE OUR LIPS AND SPEAK THROUGH THEM,
OUR MINDS AND THINK THROUGH THEM,
AND TAKE OUR HEARTS, AND SET THEM ON FIRE.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++
I’m going to begin with a very important and transparent observation. We…
as a congregation, are:
•
•
•

Absolutely
Certifiably
In no uncertain terms…

CHALLENGED…
When it comes to clapping in rhythm!
Now I’m eating humble pie because I can’t really
•
•
•

carry a tune
keep rhythm
much less clap to a beat.

This all came clear last Sunday when at our 10:30 service we combined worship in a packed service with
Holy Trinity Reformed Episcopal Church… they just out clapped did us…
That last hymn with the double and triple clap set?
Forget about it!
I looked over at David Booman,
He was even more lost than I was!
And it got me thinking, how could so many of us be so--A-Rhythmic!
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And then I reflected on how much of our identity is established before we were even born…
Identities,
Wirings giving us natural abilities for:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Arts
Engineering
Languages
Science
Math
Etc..

Through these natural giftings at birth, our identities form…
Which combined with our family lineage can define who we are.
+++
But then there are the exterior things that can add definition to that identity…
•

Whether we become Gamecock or Tiger Fans

•

Whether we promote red or blue politics

+++++
Lilly Tomlin in that one woman stage show called:
“The Search for Signs of Intelligent Life in the Universe”
Speaks for many when she dramatically says:
I've always wanted to be a somebody,
But I see now
I should have been more specific.
++++++++++++++
Here is the eternal truth,
For the Christian,
•

Before giftings and natural abilities

•

Before family lineage

•

Before the color of our skin

•

Our fundamental identity is this
We are Sons and Daughters of Jesus
before
we are anything else.
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There would be no racism on earth if every human lived realizing:
We are Sons and Daughters of Jesus
before
we are anything else.
And from that foundation,
it is the Role of Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit
to continually shape his sons and daughters more and more into His image, and identity.
Which means Jesus is in the business of re-wiring our identities.
Remember in Matthew 16, Jesus asks the Disciples, who do YOU say I am?
Simon Peter pipes up saying You are the Christ, the Son of the Living god.
Peter gets it, that this man who looked fully human was also God,
who could change us from the inside out,
in fact, Peter would go on to discover something I never want us to forget.
If you remember nothing else from this sermon remember this, teenagers, elders everyone in between listen
carefully..
Jesus-became-what-we-are…
To-make-us-what-he-is.
Jesus became us…
To rewire our identity to make us what he is.
There are 22 passages in the Bible that talk about this re-wiring…
Paul in Ephesians…
•

Lay aside the old self, and put on the new self, which is the likeness of God.

Jesus became what we are…
To make us what he is.
Here is another memory nugget never to forget.
Jesus uses Discipling communities to re-wire our identities.
Jesus uses Discipling communities to re-shape our hearts into His image.
Which is why when you look at the New Testament, most of the letters written are written to communities
of people…
To the:
•
•

Romans
The Corinthians
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•
•
•
•

The Galatians
The Ephesians
The Colossians
The Thessalonians…

•
•

We learn from each other
we are carved by each other-

•

For the goal of transformation that we might in turn transform others..

Jesus brings others into our lives to shape us into His image.
So, if you have ever asked yourself…
•

I’ve been a Christian for a long time,
o Why aren’t I more like Christ?
o

Why am I no different than I was this time last year?

We then need to ask,
Am I in an intimate Discipling community of people who are helping form me?
My friends, this is why our Fall Preaching series is called:
“Come to the Table.”
We are calling St. Michael’s into a deeper connection with each other
and
with Jesus for the goal of inner rewiring.
And it begins with having a meal together.
Because that’s how Jesus did it.
Throughout his entire ministry Jesus was either coming from a meal or going to a meal.
•

That’s why in just a minute we break bread at this service..

•

That’s why Alpha begins with a meal.

•

Holy City Connects begins with a meal.

•

Many of our life groups eat together..

Because breaking bread leads to an opening of the heart…
So…not only are we better together, it’s where our identities are formed!!
In fact, Holy City Connects, groups of 20-60 folks….are studying the 5 meals that Jesus had with his people
out of the Gospel of Luke…
Life Groups, groups of 10-12 folks studying Romans specifically what community life should produce..
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Each group meets every other week: So:
•

On the week before Holy City Connects, we will preach from Luke.

•

On the Sunday before Life group Weeks, our sermon will be from Romans

Which is why today we are plunging into what many have called:
The most important theological book ever written in the history of humanity.
Written by Paul, Romans is his longest and by far the most systematic book of belief,
Romans contains all the essential elements of our faith and answers such questions as:
•
•
•
•

What is the Gospel?
Who needs it?
What is salvation?
What difference does it make in our life?

Therefore, many have called Romans the:
TESTAMENT-ARY,
as if Paul was writing his last will and testament.
Which is why Paul begins this book re-establishing his own and new identity!
Paul…a servant of Christ Jesus, and called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God.
Jesus became what we are…
To make us what he is.
I could preach
and
our life groups could teach for hours on chapter one…but this morning…I just want to zero in on 3 words-That bring home the fact that our identities are formed from a discipling community.
The 3 words:
•
•
•

Apostle
The word we…
And the word Grace.

First, Apostle…
Paul’s identity is to be set apart to be an apostolic ambassador.
I Paul, called to be an Apostle, set apart for the Gospel.
The word Apostle means one who is sent out..
Don’t be confused here… there are 2 types of Apostles…
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The first are those who were the original 12 that Jesus chose. Those who witnessed the resurrection and
were chosen by the Holy Spirit..
The second meaning of Apostle is this:
Those who are ambassadors and messengers of Jesus.
There are many in the Bible who are called apostles but didn’t witness the resurrection, people like Barnabas
and even Paul.
Apostles as Ambassadors of Jesus.
Paul in stating his identity is clear he is in the latter category…
So first, Paul’s life his identity set apart to be an apostolic ambassador.
++++++++++++++
The second word to focus in on comes in verse 5…
We…
Paul writes: Through Jesus WE received grace and Apostleship to call all people to obedience in faith.
2 reasons this 2 letter word is so critical.
WE, together are to live as apostles.
In other words, this identity of Apostleship isn’t just for
•
•
•
•

The ancients
The authors
The gifted
The glorified…

This identity is OUR identity.
WE are to inherently live and believe that we today are modern day Apostles.
You see becoming what Jesus is requires a language change.
How would it change your life and mine if WE lived our life,:
•

Not just as a South Carolinian

•

Not just as a Charlestonian

•

Not just as a New Yorker

•

Not just as a Republican or Democrat

What if WE lived our lives truly believing WE are first Apostles, set apart then the rest.
+++++
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But I think this word “WE” is important for another reason…
Becoming an Apostle doesn’t come in isolation, it comes through a deliberate and strategic Discipling
community.
Paul was a master time strategist….
Writing letters to communities of people to re-wire their collective identities.
WE….
Come to the Table because this is where we develop our identity as Apostles!
A discipling community produces Apostolic Identity.
It happens in the WE of community!
It’s why Solomon in Proverbs 27 says: “Iron Sharpens Iron.”
Case in Point…
This past week at our first Holy City Connects, we had wonderful teaching from our talk leaders.
I elected to just sit in the back…yet from there
I promise you
I could physically feel my heart being sculpted more into the image of Christ through that teaching and
rubbing shoulders with fellow Apostles..
Let me take you back to that image of clapping.
I’ve discovered for me there IS only one way I can clap in Rhythm…and it’s this...
I have to physically stare down someone who’s doing it well and be guided by what they do.
This is the
WE
OF
discipleship, watching others living their Christian faith and learning out of the overflow of God’s power
through them.
That’s when our faith takes off, that’s when our hearts become rewired.
So…
Seeing ourselves as Apostles…
That WE are all called to be Apostles learning from the WE..
But Thirdly…and finally..
Realizing it’s all about Grace.
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Romans 1:
Paul writes: Jesus was a descendant of David
who through the Spirit of Holiness
was declared with power to be the Son of God
by the Resurrection from the dead-Jesus Christ our Lord…
Here we go….
Through Jesus
WE received GRACE and APOSTLESHIP..
to call all people to obedience in faith.
•

We can only become Apostles,

•

We can only be changed

•

Because of what Jesus did on that cross…

Which is pure grace.
Grace defined is 3 simple words:
ONE-WAY-LOVE.
Jesus pouring his one way and unconditional love into our undeserved hearts
Into the WE
Of our communities to change us from within,
Forgiving and removing our sin, guilt and shame that we in turn might change others.
With the net result that we aren’t the same people anymore in our homes and workplaces!
Where family members, co-workers are beginning to say:
You’re different…
You’re more:
•

more loving, and lovable!

•

forgiving and forgivable

++++++
The litmus test of our identity in Jesus often comes in the form of our ability to forgive another.
Here’s how it often works..
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Now and then people will say to me Al,
•

It’s just not in me to forgive…

•

I know I should I just can’t,

•
•

That’s just not who I am....
You don’t know what I’ve been through,

•

It’s not me.

And my response is you’re right,
on your own it is impossible,
forgiveness will never ever happen.
Yet as Apostle first, realizing you’re not alone and through the fuel of grace..
this identity change is possible.
By coming to the table
•

We see each other and hear the stories of another

•
•

Study Scripture together
And find ourselves saying..

Wait a minute, if they can do it, and because Jesus has given me grace perhaps I CAN forgive…
+++++
The proof of all I’m saying came at the end of the Rev. Anthony Thompson’s sermon last week.
The Holy Spirit was working overtime in here.
Anthony was preaching about how painful it was to receive repeated abuse from others because of his skin
color.
As he got to know the Lord he realized he needed to forgive every single time,
in fact he realized his identity in Christ demanded he live a lifestyle of forgiveness…
The ultimate challenge came on June 17, 2015….when Dylan Roof began his shooting spree at Mother
Emanuel, 59 year old Myra Thompson,
Anthony’s wife was killed in that tragedy.
When it came time for justice, Anthony found himself in that courtroom sitting across from his wife’s killer,
Dylann Roof.
Anthony’s identity as an Apostle drove his response…
Anthony stands up, looks Roof in the eye and says:
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I forgive you,
You need to repent.
In that very moment as Anthony Preached…there was an audible (gasp) in our sanctuary…
With some:
•
•

Tears
some disbelief…

But beyond the surprise, what I felt, what I heard after the service was…
•
•

If he can do it, perhaps there’s hope for me.
If he could do such a thing, perhaps I could:
o Forgive that parent who abused me
o

That sibling who fought with me

o

That friend who betrayed me

This is how our identities are formed!
Jesus loves us so much he wants to see us changed from within,
He loves us too much to keep us where we are.
He also loves us too much for us to be changed and just keep it in!
Together, let’s come to the Table,
• Owning our identities as His Apostolic Ambassadors to the World…
•

Being shaped by the “We”

•

From the very fuel of the grace of Jesus.

•

For the sake of pouring it out on others.

In doing so, Jesus might even transform us into a congregation of clappers.
++++++++++++++
Let us pray.
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