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John 7.37-39 (St. Michael’s Chapel – June 4th, 2017)
So we all have pet peeves, right? Little things that get under our skin? People who leave
the toilet seat up, drive slow in the fast lane, chew with their mouths open, don’t clean up after
their dog, etc.
I had a roommate in college who clipped his toenails in the shower and left them for me
to step on. So if I ever totally snap, you can trace it back to those toenails.
However, one of my greatest peeves of all is people who read the end of a novel first!
Who don’t have the patience to start at the beginning and savor the narrative. Instead, they jump
straight to the end and lose all the richness and drama. I grew up in a family of these people.
Now the reason I share this—other than to vent—is because we often do the same thing
with Scripture. We focus on dramatic events, but we often skip over what ultimately gives the
great moment its depth. Pentecost is a case in point. Every year we celebrate the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit. But we rarely look at what comes before. You know, what did Jesus have to say
about Pentecost?
So this morning I’d like us to go back in time about 8 months before Pentecost. Jesus is
near the end of his ministry in Galilee. And he’s attracted a huge following. Over 5,000 people.
It’s like a big pep rally. But then, in John chapter 6, Jesus gives a new teaching, ‘I am the bread
of life. Unless you eat my flesh and drink my blood, you have no life in you.’
And with these shocking words, poof, the crowd vanishes. We read, ‘many of Jesus’
disciples turned back and no longer walked with him.’
In today’s world if your popularity drops below 40% it’s a catastrophe. And yet here with
Jesus, it’s maybe 1%, maybe 2% and He doesn’t seem to care.
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And this leads us into chapter 7. And I’d invite you to follow along in your Bibles on page...
So in light of this PR catastrophe, Jesus’ brothers take on the role of his campaign managers. In
verse 3 they essentially say, ‘OK, this was a disaster. How about a new strategy Jesus? You take
the show on the road and head to Jerusalem, the big city? After all, there’s a feast coming up
with lots of people around to see what you can do.’
And how does Jesus respond to this advice? Verse 6: ‘No, my time has not yet come. Y’all
go on to the feast.’ But, remarkably, we read that after Jesus’ brothers leave, Jesus eventually
does go to the feast, not with fanfare, but secretly.
Yes, God’s ways are not our ways and His timing is often not our timing. This isn’t the first
example of Jesus having a ‘delayed response.’
At the wedding of Cana his mom tells him ‘we’ve run out of wine,’ and Jesus says, ‘my time
has not yet come’ before eventually turning the water into wine. When Lazarus is dying, Jesus
waits two days before going to him, saying ‘this is so the Son of God may be glorified.’ And
even with Pentecost, there’s a time of intense waiting. Jesus commanded his disciples to ‘wait in
Jerusalem for the promise of the Father.’ And they wait 7 weeks for the Spirit to come.
No God’s timing is not our timing. But thankfully, His timing is always better. When I was in
seminary I was in a relationship with a girl. I liked her a lot but we had some issues and so I
prayed and prayed and prayed for our relationship. Well eventually God slammed the door and I
was devastated. However, 9 months later I started dating Caity. And looking back I can see that
the best thing God has ever done in my life was NOT answering those prayers when I wanted
Him to.
And so the first thing we see here is the perfection of God’s timing.
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The second thing we see is the preeminence of Jesus. As exciting as the Holy Spirit is, if we
read carefully we’ll see that Jesus is always at the center.
So what happens when Jesus goes secretly to the feast? There’s confusion and there’s
conflict. Verse 12: ‘There was much muttering…among the people. Some said, ‘He’s a good
man.’ Others said, ‘he’s leading the people astray.’’
My friends, there’s nothing new under the sun. We’ve still got conflict and confusion,
don’t we? Go down to the college of Charleston and ask, ‘Who is Jesus?’ You’ll get a lot of
different answers. He was a good man, he was a wise man, he was a fraud, he was a crazy man.
So many interpretations. But how does Jesus respond to the question?
Verse 14: ‘About the middle of the feast Jesus went up to the temple and began to teach.
The Jews marveled saying, ‘How is it this man has learning, when he’s never studied?’ So Jesus
answered them: My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me.’’
Essentially, Jesus says, ‘I didn’t make this stuff up. This is straight from God himself.’
You see, the people are asking the right questions. Where does this guy get this?
And this is a good question for us to ask as well. Because you know, there are certain
moral principles shared by all religions: Tell the truth, practice justice, care for the poor, etc. And
then there’s Jesus Christ, who takes us to a place we have never gone before.
The parable of the prodigal son, the parable of the good Samaritan. Give to Caesar what
is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s. Blessed are the poor in Spirit. Love your enemies, pray for
those who persecute you.
HOW could anyone in 1st century Palestine, let alone a peasant, come up with this stuff?
More profound than Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle. Wiser than Confucius and Buddha and
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Ghandi, deeper than all the rabbis of Israel. How could this possibly come out of first century
Palestine, let alone from an uneducated carpenter?
Again, the crowds are asking the right questions. And in verse 25 they get close to the
answer. ‘Can this be the Christ, the Messiah?’ They wonder aloud.
Because in addition to the incredible moral wisdom, a lot of Jesus’ teaching is simply
about himself. ‘I am the bread of life and you need to eat my flesh and drink my blood.’ I am the
living water, I am the light of the world, I am the way, the truth, and the life, Moses wrote about
me, Abraham rejoiced to see my day.’ James Boice points out the egocentricity in Jesus’
teaching which would be incredibly arrogant and presumptuous—unless it is true. Unless it is
true.
So is it true? Well the tension continues to build, the murmuring increases, and the feast
draws to its climax.
And just a quick background on this Feast of Booths. It was one of three great feasts of
the Jewish year. It celebrated God’s provision, specifically when the Israelites had wandered 40
years in the wilderness under Moses. God sent manna from heaven and caused water to burst
forth from a rock. So this feast was a combination of Thanksgiving and Christmas, by far the
most joyous celebration of the year. As one of the rabbis wrote, ‘He who has never seen the joy
of this feast has never seen joy in his life.’
And on the very last day of the Feast, there would be a huge procession. The priests
would carry golden pitchers to the pool of Siloam. There they’d fill the pitchers with water and
carry them back through Jerusalem, into the temple. Here they’d march around 7 times and pour
the pitchers onto the altar itself. Again, in celebration of God’s provision of water a thousand
years before.
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And so as the excitement builds, verse 37: On the last day of the feast, the great day,
Jesus stood up and cried out, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes
in me as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’
Did you catch that? Jesus doesn’t deliver a theological treatise. He doesn’t say ‘take a
ticket and get in line’ or ‘anyone living a good life step this way.’
No, He shouts, ‘Anyone who is thirsty, come to me.’ My friends, this is the heart cry of
God. Whoever you are, wherever you are, come home!
The only requirement is that you have a need. You have a thirst in your soul, an ache in
your heart, a restlessness in your spirit that this world will not satisfy. You know there is more. If
this is you, Jesus says, ‘come to me.’
And of course, when Jesus says anyone, he means anyone. As we see on the day of
Pentecost, people from every tribe, language, and nation. Men and women, young and old, poor
and rich. And especially sinners. You. Me. And murderers, adulterers, ISIS. Anyone who thirsts.
I recently heard the story of a guy by the name of Mahdi. He worked for an Islamic
warlord in Somalia. He did a lot of bad stuff. He once cut a woman’s head off with a machete
and mailed her body parts to her son. Incredibly, the son later met him on the road and forgave
him with these words: ‘Jesus has filled my heart with compassion for you. You need Jesus, just
like I do. His love is greater than anything you’ve done.’
In response to this forgiveness, Mahdi gave his life to Christ. He later said, ‘I could not
believe what I was hearing, his words of forgiveness. I have longed for words like this often in
my life.’
My friends, don’t we also long to hear these words? Jesus says, ‘come and drink.’
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And of course what makes this good news even better, is that that living water Jesus
gives is so rich, it spills over into the lives of others. Verse 38: ‘Whoever believes in me, out of
his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ Because this water is meant to be shared.
Again, we see this on the day of Pentecost. After the Spirit falls, this ragtag bunch of
fisherman and tax collectors become an army of missionaries, braving martyrdom to bring the
gospel to the ends of the earth. And within 300 years, the faith grows from zero to six million,
with no military coercion.
And we see the same thing today. In China Christianity has grown from 3 million to 70
million since cultural revolution. Cambodia has gone from 0 to 500,000 since the fall of the
Khmer Rouge.
Yes, wherever desperate, undeserving, needy people come to Jesus, rivers of living water
overflow. Because you can’t contain something this good.
I’m reminded of Paul Schnieder, a German pastor. In the 30’s he denounced the Nazis
from his church, knowing it would lead to his arrest. In 1937 he was sent to a concentration
camp, leaving behind a wife and six children. He became known as the ‘Preacher of
Buchenvald,’ sharing the gospel with all who would listen. Eventually he was put in solitary
confinement, but even here he preached from his cell window—including one Easter morning,
shortly before his execution. Thousands of prisoners were assembled in the yard. And despite
being severely handicapped by previous torture, he climbed to the cell window and shouted,
‘Friends, listen to me. This is Pastor Schneider. People are tortured and murdered here. So the
Lord says, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.’
No, you can’t contain something this good. The waters overflow. Last week I was on the
phone with a dear friend, the Rev. Samuel Marial. He’s one of the Lost Boys of Sudan who
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survived the genocide of the 80’s. He’s now president of a seminary in the capital city of Juba. In
5 years his seminary has tripled in size, and the library has grown from 500 books to 10,000.
And this is what he told me. He said, ‘When we realize our helplessness, that’s when
Jesus calls us into His miraculous work. And it’s like pushing a wheelbarrow with one of your
children. Your kids want to help so much and they push so hard, but really, you’re the one
moving the heavy load.’ That’s what it’s like with God. He invites us into His mission, and we
work so hard, but really He’s the one moving everything forward, as the rivers of life overflow
through us.
In closing, today we’ve heard the backstory of Pentecost. We’ve seen the perfection of
God’s timing, the preeminence of Jesus, and the promise of the Holy Spirit.
Let’s end with the ‘so what’ question. So what does Pentecost have to do with me? Well
really, it’s simple. After the Spirit falls on Pentecost, some of the people are confused. What
should we do? How should we respond? And the Apostle Peter stands up and tells them.
And he tells them the story of Jesus. God’s only Son. Who died for our sins, and rose for
our salvation. ‘What shall we do,’ the people ask? ‘Repent’ Peter says, ‘and be baptized
everyone one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’
At the end of the day, salvation is very simple. Jesus came to earth to do two things. He
came to forgive us our sins, and to fill us with the Spirit. As John the Baptist prophesied, ‘Behold
the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and with fire.’
And on the Cross we see Jesus completing his mission. The one who came to slake the
thirst of a dying world, enters fully into our condition. And as his life ebbs out under the
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Mediterranean sun, he lifts up his head and says, ‘I thirst.’ And gives up his spirit. And the
centurion drives the spear into his side and the water and the blood gush out—a small, yet
glorious sign that the mission is accomplished. The blood signifying the forgiveness of sins, the
water, the coming of the Spirit.
‘What shall we do?’ the crowds ask at Pentecost. Repent and believe and you will receive
the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Spirit.
And so my friends, let us respond. Let us surrender our lives. Whether we’ve never done
it before or have done it a thousand times, let us come to Jesus to receive forgiveness and the
filling of the Spirit. If you’d like to receive simply open your hands in a posture of receptivity
and pray after me.
Lord Jesus Christ
thank you for your love.
Thank you for dying on the cross,
that I might be forgiven.
Jesus, I’m so sorry for my sins,
and now turn from everything I know is wrong.
I ask you to come into my life,
to fill all the broken and thirsty places,
with the living water of your Spirit,
that I may live for you,
all the days of my life. Amen.

